
 

 

   

 

Sir Peter Wanless appointed Chair of 

pioneering charity, 5Rights 

Foundation 
  

London, (Embargoed until 20 June 2025 at 07:00 BST) – 5Rights Foundation, the 

leading global charity advocating for children online, announced today the appointment 

of Sir Peter Wanless as their incoming Chair. Sir Peter succeeds Baroness Beeban 

Kidron, who becomes Honorary President of the charity she founded and has led with 

extraordinary impact since 2012. 

  

Sir Peter takes this vital role after stepping down from his trailblazing 11-year tenure as 

CEO of NSPCC, during which the NSPCC became an indispensable voice in child online 

protection. A Trustee of 5Rights since 2018, Sir Peter has been instrumental in helping 

5Rights establish itself in the UK and beyond as the leading national and global 

champion of children’s rights in the digital environment.  

 

Baroness Beeban Kidron said: 

“I am delighted that 5Rights is starting a new chapter with Peter as Chair. I have 

worked with Peter for many years, both as a trustee of 5Rights and in his role at 

NSPCC. There is simply no one better to take 5Rights forward; it is a wonderful 

appointment. He joins 5Rights Executive Director, Leanda Barrington Leach and an 

extraordinary team dedicated to building the digital world that children deserve.  

 

“I thank the 5Rights team (past and present), our partners, funders and supporters, 

and most particularly the many hundreds of children with whom I have engaged and 

have brought such wisdom to our work. These young people are at the heart of the 

organisation’s success, they direct us in our work and remind us of our purpose. I am 

delighted that Peter has asked me to stay on in a new role of President, and I look 

forward to supporting him and Leanda as they further 5Rights’ mission to create real-

world change for children.” 

 

Sir Peter Wanless said: 

“It is an immense honour to take on the role of Chair at 5Rights Foundation. Baroness 

Kidron’s visionary leadership has transformed the landscape of children’s rights online 

and, leading a distinguished Board of Trustees, I look forward to building on that legacy. 

5Rights has a talented team led by Leanda, and a growing collection of committed 

funders. We are determined to bring protection and empowerment to millions of 

children across the globe by 2030.” 

  

Leanda Barrington-Leach, Executive Director of 5Rights said: 

“It is testament to Beeban’s strategic vision and extraordinary personal investment, 

focused on delivering immediate real-world change for children that she has built such 

an impactful organisation. 5Rights stands as a formidable global force championing a 

rights-respecting digital world for children. Sir Peter joins a truly remarkable team of 



2 SIR PETER WANLESS APPOINTED CHAIR OF PIONEERING CHARITY, 5RIGHTS FOUNDATION 

 

   

 

expert Trustees from around the world, and I look forward to the next phase of this 

journey to entrench children’s rights and needs at the heart of digital design.” 

 

ENDS 
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About 5Rights    

5Rights Foundation is a pioneering international charity working with and for children to 

build a digital world that honours their rights as set out in the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child.   

 

We conduct groundbreaking research – both independently and through the Digital 

Futures for Children centre, our joint centre with the London School of Economics – and 

spearhead age-appropriate design and child online safety legislation across the world, 

including to date in the United Kingdom, the European Union, the United States and 

Indonesia. By partnering with professional associations such as the Institute of 

Electrical and Electronics Engineers, we also translate our advocacy work into practical 

service design reforms. To date, our work has inspired scores of concrete design 

changes, making services safer for hundreds of millions of children around the globe. 

  

For more information on 5Rights, visit www.5rightsfoundation.com 

For media inquiries, please contact media@5rightsfoundation.com  

 

About Sir Peter Wanless 

Sir Peter Wanless is the new Chair of the 5Rights Foundation, having recently stepped 

down from a full-time role as Chief Executive of the NSPCC. Under his transformative 

leadership, the NSPCC has advanced its mission to prevent child abuse, protect 

children, and transform societal attitudes. Before this, he was Chief Executive of the Big 

Lottery Fund and was a Director at the UK Department for Education between 1998 

and 2008. Knighted in 2021 for his services to children and the charitable sector, Sir 

Peter Wanless also contributed to the Royal Foundation Taskforce for the Prevention of 

Cyberbullying. 
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